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Auxin Activity
Auxins are a plant hormone that initiates cell elongation.  The purpose of this activity is to illustrate the response of auxins to sunlight.  Sunlight eradicates auxin, meaning that the part of the shoot tip of the plant, which is receiving direct sunlight, will have the least amount of auxin.  
Objective:

Students will observe phototropism on plants.

Materials:

1. Dish soap

2. Ground black pepper

3. Water

4. Bowl
Procedure:

1. Fill a bowl with water

2. Sprinkle pepper in the water

3. Put a drop of dish soap on a finger

4. Place the tip of your finger into the water

5. Observe your results
Anticipated Results:

The pepper will move away from the soap, much like auxin moves away from sunlight.  Where the pepper will not induce cell elongation that would be the next step the auxin would take.  The higher concentration of pepper is reflective of a shaded section of a plant.  
