Agricultural Communications
Job Sheet
Document Design Lab
Purpose: Students will effectively communicate a feature or news story, using visual tools and document design principles.

Materials:
Adobe InDesign or Microsoft Publisher
Adobe Photoshop
Pen and Paper
Computer with Internet
Notes on Photoshop & InDesign/Publisher
Digital Recorder
Camera with memory card
Procedure:
To begin this lab, first you will need to select an agricultural topic to research and write a feature or news story. You will need to develop 10–15 open-ended, probing and leading questions. You will interview and research the topic thoroughly. After selecting and researching your topic, you will write a one-page, single-spaced feature, or news story on your topic, using the journalist writing techniques (Heading, Lead, Body, Conclusion, quotes, graphs, and AP Style). After you write your story, you will have two students peer review your paper. The students need to write their name on the bottom of your paper. Make sure you proofread and spell check before having the students peer review your paper. To start on the next step, you may want to take pictures or find pictures about your topic that are high resolution. Make sure the pictures relate to the story and show action. Use digital photography techniques to capture the best quality. Make sure you credit the photographer or source.
When your paper is completed, open up InDesign or Microsoft Publisher and create a one or two-page document, depending on what your teacher decides. Begin to design your feature or news story layout by using document design principles, such as text, heading, photographs or graphics, balance, unity, color, two or one column, etc. Use your creativity. If you are not sure about the layout, look at other magazines, such as Utah Farm Bureau, Edible Wasatch, and other magazines. The best way to learn is by looking at others. Remember, to make sure you balance the use of photographs, graphics, and other items, so it seems not too busy. Make sure you use photos that are high resolution, so they are not pixilated.  When you are done, add filler text, so you can see the layout. You can export the document as a PDF file to see what it would look like. When designing the document, make sure you keep text inside the bleed line. 
Note:

Page layout exercise   
Create your one- or two-page layout. Include the following in your layout:

· An original headline (based on topic of article)

· A reporter byline (your name)
· Photo(s) (edited in Photoshop)
· Caption(s) (from photo caption writing exercise below)

· A pull quote from your research or interviews
· Graphics (logo, graphs and charts)
· Written Feature or News Story
· Photo Editing
Choose various digital photos that relate to your topic. Address the photo’s qualities as well as, its visual appeal to readers, and how the photo helps communicate the story’s message. 
· Photo Caption 
Using your interview and research as a basis for information, write a two-line caption for your photos used in the layout. Place the caption into the InDesign layout. 
· Page Layout - Examples
http://www.serif.com/appresources/ppx5/tutorials/en-gb/tutorials/design_grid.htm
Utah Farm Bureau Magazines, Edible Wasatch, and FFA Horizon
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	POSSIBLE SCORE
	STUDENT SCORE

	Overall aesthetics of design
	20
	

	Technical skills specific to activity 0
	20
	

	Use of graphic design principles
	15
	

	Neatness and creativity
	15
	

	Choice and placement of photo(s) and graphic(s)
	15
	

	Use of Heading and Filler Text
	15
	

	Total Score:
	100
	


