Handling Protocols and FAQ’s

1.  Remove Nets on Fuji’s, gerberas and asters in back-stock cooler to let condensation evaporate from petals (Botrytis control)
2.  Prepping and Changing Buckets:

Measure--get the dose right when mixing solutions

Solution remains clean, clear and flowing for 5 days—even out of the cooler

3.  Rose Handling Insights:

Only remove thorns, peel petals, strip foliage if blemished or Botrytis is there. Bacteria entering through bark wounds by blunting, rather than removing thorns!

4.  Black Edges:  Black edges do NOT affect vase life. Caused by cold nights, intense UV  

5.  Does it matter if you measure when mixing flower food? YES! Avoid mixing a 
bacteria soup! If you guess-timate, you don’t have sufficient clarifiers to keep the 
water   

clean.  Bacteria are the number one stem blocker. 

6.  Should I cut underwater?  No, because underwater reservoirs quickly become 

contaminated with bacteria and organic matter as stems are processed. 
7.  Timing is everything! Prep buckets and vases BEFORE cutting stems so flowers go 

into solution immediately after getting a fresh cut. Don’t let flowers sit out dry while you are making arrangements. 

8.  Foam Soaking: Soak foam in Chrysal Professional #3 flower food. Only soak as much as you 
use in a day.  Dump and rinse soaking bin daily—prevents toxins that are leached out when you soak bricks from accumulating in the water
9.  Is it OK to store decorative moss or lunch bags in my floral cooler?  No! 

           Mosses and food give off ethylene gas. Ethylene is death on flowers, literally!

10.  How often should I clean my cooler shelves and walls?  At least every day. 

Shelves and walls should be sanitized (not just wiped off) with Chrysal Cleaner. Work tables and tools need disinfecting (not just a brush off!) at least 1 x daily. 

11.  How deep should I fill buckets?  Fill buckets 1/3 to ½ so all stems drink.  

12.  Remember: TOP UP buckets and vases with fresh solution, not tap water!    
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FLORAL BOOT CAMP  
BOTRYTIS ALLERT~

Botrytis - A non-specific, ubiquitous air-borne fungus that spreads to fruits, flowers, plants and vegetables
· Needs "free" water to get started

· Free water includes condensation inside sleeves

· Once spores germinate, Botrytis thrives in many environments

· Keep blooms dry!  

· Allow condensation to evaporate from sleeves & blooms BEFORE going into coolers

· Botrytis attacks at any time--transit, sales display and consumer home use

· Botrytis spores attack live and dead tissues. Working clean is IMPORTANT 

· The infection spreads easily. Remove all diseased tissues and dispose in trash can (not on floor where they can get spread on the soles of shoes)

· Botrytis attacks stems, leaves and petal tissues

· Don’t ever put a damaged or wet shipping box in stock cooler. 

Instead, get flowers out on display so they dry off

· Mix processing solutions with COLD water to avoid condensation developing inside sleeves and wraps

WORK CLEAN! Sanitation is KEY to Botrytis control
· Remove & dispose of all infected parts, moldy bunches, dirty water, green trash.  

· Fill a spray bottle and sanitize tools and work tables 2-3 x daily with Cleaner solution 

· Wipe down cooler walls and windows with disinfectant at least 1 x weekly

· Sweep floors in shop, cooler and delivery vehicles daily 

· Scrub floors at least 1 x monthly. Use disinfectant

· Empty trash cans daily  

· Sanitize cans 1 x month by washing out with disinfectant. 

· Dip brooms in cleaner solution when you sanitize the trash can

· With every use--wash buckets (inside and out) with Chrysal Cleaner
· Avoid cross contamination: Let buckets dry on pallets before stacking
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Tech support: gaysmith@earthlink.net






