Radio Script #1
American Agriculture: Generations Nourishing Generations
(ANNOUNCER:) March 19, 2013 is AG DAY. Did you know American agriculture not only provides you food and clothing, but also helps meet needs around the world? Plus, American agriculture is not just producing more food, it’s producing higher quality. This message was brought to you by the Agriculture Council of America and ________________ in commemoration of Ag Day, March 19th. American agriculture: Generatons Nourishing Generations.
Radio Script #2

American Agriculture: Generations Nourishing Generations

ANNOUNCER: Consider this: just about everything we eat, wear and use comes from American agriculture. That’s why Americans will be learning more about agriculture’s important role in daily life as part of National Ag Day during the week of March 17-23, 2013. Contact the Agriculture Council of America at (913) 491-1895 or at www.agday.org. This message was brought to you by the Agriculture Council of America and __________ in commemoration of Ag Day, March 19, 2013.

Radio Script #3

Host : Welcome back to our series celebrating the success of farmer innovation and experimentation around the world. Today, our program focuses on trying out new plant varieties to get the best qualities in your crops - like higher yields, improved taste, color or cooking qualities. We're going to hear a story about a farmer who is encouraged to try growing a new variety of rice. To learn more about its qualities, he grows the new variety on test plots, and compares it with his local variety. The story will show that you should start small, and go slowly when you're trying new farming methods. And record your findings as you go. This is especially important if you are testing a new crop variety. It often takes several years to find out if a new variety is well suited to your growing conditions. New crops may yield well at first, but their yield goes down over time. Or, the new variety might need expensive fertilizers to keep the yields high. Or the yields may be higher, but the color or taste is not as good. Keeping detailed records will help you to make the best decision about which crops to grow.

Let's listen to the story now as our farmer discovers that experimenting on test plots over a period of several years is a good idea before you decide to completely substitute one crop variety for another.

MUSIC. HOLD AND FADE UNDER NARRATION.
Mr. Sandi, the extension officer, is touring the fields belonging to Chandra Mootoo, a local farmer. After inspecting the crops, Mr. Sandi suggests to Chandra that he try a new variety of rice that promises to give much higher yields than the local variety.

MUSIC (3 seconds).
Chandra is interested in Mr. Sandi's advice about the new rice variety. He talks to his neighbor, Aly, but Aly is not impressed. The last time Aly tried a new variety, it grew poorly, and he lost most of his crop … and his money.
MUSIC (3 seconds).
Chandra goes home and thinks about what Aly said. He doesn't want to risk his whole crop. But he does want to experiment with the new variety. If it lives up to the promises of the extension officer, then he will make a lot of money. He decides to try the new variety on a small test plot. That way he will not lose everything if the crop fails. He will start small.

MUSIC (3 seconds).
In the first year, Chandra plants the new rice variety in a small test plot. The yield from the new rice variety is high. Higher than the local variety. But still not as high as the extension officer had promised. Chandra decides to mark with chalk on the inside wall of his house how many bags he is harvesting from a plot with the new variety and from a plot the same size of the old variety, because he realizes that he might not remember next year.

MUSIC (3 seconds).
In the second year of his experiment, Chandra is more confident about the new variety. So he decides to increase the planting area from one to two test plots. Again, the yield is higher from the new variety. Again, he records his findings.

MUSIC (3 seconds).
But then, in the third and fourth year of Chandra's experiments, the rainfall is less than in the previous two years. The harvest from the new variety is very poor. In fact, the new variety yields less than the local rice variety. Fortunately, Chandra only planted two small plots with the new variety.

MUSIC (3 seconds).
After his experiments, Chandra concludes that he was wise to plant the new variety on only a small portion of his land. He decides to go back to growing his local rice variety - it's dependable and gives consistent yields, even when the rains are poor.

MUSIC (3 seconds).
In these experiments Chandra explored the advantages and disadvantages of a new variety of rice. He also compared the new variety with the local variety; and recorded what he found so he would remember from one year to the next. The kinds of experiments he did are called exploratory and comparative trials. In the end, after five years of experiments, Chandra preferred to grow the local variety, which gave - on average over all the years - lower but more dependable yields.

MUSIC (3 seconds).
How do you decide what varieties of crops to grow? How do YOU compare traditional varieties with new varieties. How do you record what you find? It's good to try new varieties. But make sure they have already been tested in your region. And, even then, experiment with them for several years on small test plots, before you decide to grow them on a large scale.

Radio Script #4
Pesticide Container Rinse & Return
This is <name and affiliation>.  Since 1991, the Pesticide Container Rinse & Return Program has been offering farmers and commercial crop protectant applicators with a sound disposal option for empty pesticide containers.  Through the program, thoroughly rinsed plastic pesticide containers are collected, shredded into chips, and recycled into new products.

The Rinse and Return Program is coordinated and administered through a partnership involving the Kentucky Department of Agriculture, the Kentucky AGriBusiness Association, the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Division of Conservation and Kentucky Farm Bureau, along with county fiscal courts, conservation districts, road departments and others.  To participate in the program, farmers and commercial applicators must be certain their containers are properly rinsed.  The lids should be removed, as should the plastic sleeves and any label booklets.  Farmers and applicators are encouraged to store their containers in a dry, secure location until they transport them to the local collection site.  Locally, pesticide containers will be collected <<insert date(s), time(s) and location(s).>>

Radio Script #5

Credit Score
Arkansans are confused about their credit scores, but your Cooperative Extension Service wants to set the ledger straight.

First, your credit score is not based on your financial resources, age or marital status; instead it is a measure of risk – the risk of not repaying loans.

Next, inquiries into your credit does not lower your credit score.

Finally, credit repair companies cannot guarantee a higher score and most of their services you can do yourself.   

To learn much more, visit our website at uaex.edu.

Radio Script #6
Carbon Monoxide Safety
Carbon monoxide poisonings in Arkansas rise in the winter, but your Cooperative Extension suggests carbon monoxide poisoning is preventable.

First, by installing in your home a battery-powered co detector;

Also, by properly venting all gas appliances; 

By not using portable generators or grills indoors, and by not using gas stoves for heating.

To learn much more, visit our website at uaex.edu.
Radio Script #7

Here's the text of Paul Harvey's 1978 'So God Made a Farmer' Speech, which inspired the Ram Trucks Super Bowl ad that has resonated with so many Americans:

And on the 8th day, God looked down on his planned paradise and said, "I need a caretaker." So God made a farmer.

God said, "I need somebody willing to get up before dawn, milk cows, work all day in the fields, milk cows again, eat supper and then go to town and stay past midnight at a meeting of the school board." So God made a farmer.

"I need somebody with arms strong enough to rustle a calf and yet gentle enough to deliver his own grandchild. Somebody to call hogs, tame cantankerous machinery, come home hungry, have to wait lunch until his wife's done feeding visiting ladies and tell the ladies to be sure and come back real soon -- and mean it." So God made a farmer.

God said, "I need somebody willing to sit up all night with a newborn colt. And watch it die. Then dry his eyes and say, 'Maybe next year.' I need somebody who can shape an ax handle from a persimmon sprout, shoe a horse with a hunk of car tire, who can make harness out of haywire, feed sacks and shoe scraps. And who, planting time and harvest season, will finish his forty-hour week by Tuesday noon, then, pain'n from 'tractor back,' put in another seventy-two hours." So God made a farmer.

God had to have somebody willing to ride the ruts at double speed to get the hay in ahead of the rain clouds and yet stop in mid-field and race to help when he sees the first smoke from a neighbor's place. So God made a farmer.

God said, "I need somebody strong enough to clear trees and heave bails, yet gentle enough to tame lambs and wean pigs and tend the pink-combed pullets, who will stop his mower for an hour to splint the broken leg of a meadow lark. It had to be somebody who'd plow deep and straight and not cut corners. Somebody to seed, weed, feed, breed and rake and disc and plow and plant and tie the fleece and strain the milk and replenish the self-feeder and finish a hard week's work with a five-mile drive to church.

"Somebody who'd bale a family together with the soft strong bonds of sharing, who would laugh and then sigh, and then reply, with smiling eyes, when his son says he wants to spend his life 'doing what dad does.'" So God made a farmer.
