Agricultural Science and Technology

Floral Design-Ag 335

Tools of the Floral Trade
Unit Objectives

1. Students will be able to recognize floral shop components of the trade.

2. Students will be able to practice safety using florist tools.

3. Students will be able to identify and compare the different sizes of ribbon.
4. Students will be able to identify and compare the different sizes of wire.
Power Point
Tools of the Floral Trade

The power point includes slides of the tools of the trade, however it would be best to have as many real examples as possible.
Ribbon & Wire
Included in this power point is a background on how to tie a bow, make ribbon accessories, and wire flowers for corsages.  It is included here to have students practice before getting to the personal flowers unit.

Student Handout
Ribbon & Wire Sheet

Evaluation
Floral Tools proper use Check

Interest Approach
Show a variety of floral shop components that may be difficult to figure out their use.  Have the students make educated guesses for the tool function.
Teaching Content
Show the power points Tools of the Trade and Ribbon & Wire
Student Activities
1. Tools of the Floral Trade—their use and safety precautions
Have each student demonstrate proper handling techniques of the tools of the floral trade.  Use the Floral Tools Proper Use Check Sheet
Equipment:
Floral Knife—use only for stems
Wire Cutters—use only for wire
Pruning Shears—use for tough or woody stems
Scissors—use only for ribbon, never wire
Rose strippers—use to remove rose thorns
2. Ribbon & Wire Sizes
Students will collect a sample of each of the ribbon and wire sizes and adhere to the Ribbon & Wire Sheet.

Equipment:
Ribbon & Wire Student Sheet

Bolts of Acetate Ribbon sizes 1.5, 3, 5, 9, 16, 40, 100

Wire gauges 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28

Wire cutters

Scissors

Tape or stapler

3. Wire Shapes
Students will practice using different gauges of wire by bending into shapes.  Have each student use each gauge to get a feel of the strength of each wire.  You may have students tape each gauge with floral tape to practice before the corsage unit.
Equipment:
Floral Wire gauges 30, 28, 26, 24, 22, 20, 18, 16

Wire cutters
Floral tape
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Suggested Tools of the Floral Trade

Mechanics

Attaching Mechanics

Glue sticks

Glue gun

Aerosol floral adhesive

Liquid floral adhesive

Hot glue pan

Floral clay

Binding Mechanics

Green & white pot tape

Clear pot tape

Floral tape-light grn, dark grn, brown, & white

Waxed string

Bark-covered wire

Chenille stems

Beading wire

Paddle wire #18, 22, 26

Decorative wire

Florist wire # 18, 22, 24, 28

Bouquet holders

Bouquet holders

Decorative handled bouquet holder

Pew clip

Foam, floral cages, and kenzans

Iglu holders

Floral cages

Wettable floral foam

Dry floral foam

Wreath forms

Raquettes holder

Spray bar

Various containers/vases 
Kenzans 

Frog

Water vial

Cellophane wrap

Waxed Tissue paper

Acetate ribbon




Marbles/pebbles

Moss

Delivering/Ordering items

Card

Card pick

Care tag
Corsage Mechanics

Wristlets

Corsage box/bag

Wire

Ribbon

Corsage pins
Tools

Tools that cut

Floral Knife

Clipper/Pruner

Ratchet pruner

Utility scissors

Ribbon shears

Wire cutter

Folding saw

Matte knife & blades


Tools that pierce

Corsage pins-pearl

Boutonniere pins-black

Fern pins/ greening pins

Anchor pins

Bank pins

T-pins

Dixon pins

Wood picks, wired/unwired

Hyacinth stakes

Construction Tools

Needle-nose pliers

Suggested Tools of the Floral Trade information is for educational use only.  Obtained by permission from:

The American Institute of Floral Designers.  The AIFD Guide to Floral Design.  Terms, 
Techniques, and Traditions. The Intelvid Group 2005.
Name____________________________

Date_____________________________

Floral Design Management

Mechanics, Safety & Supplies Unit

Floral Tools Safety Check

Each student will perform a floral tools safety check and score adequate or better before using floral tools. 

	Floral Tool
	Safety Rating

	Floral knife


	Superior
	Adequate
	Nearly adequate
	Not adequate

	Wire Cutters



	Superior
	Adequate
	Nearly adequate
	Not adequate

	Pruning Shears


	Superior
	Adequate
	Nearly adequate
	Not adequate

	Utility Shears


	Superior
	Adequate
	Nearly adequate
	Not adequate

	Ribbon Shears


	Superior
	Adequate
	Nearly adequate
	Not adequate

	Foliage Strippers


	Superior
	Adequate
	Nearly adequate
	Not adequate

	Other


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


